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Takover the fulness of the gospel 

for the benefit of the Saints th 
I leſt Liverpool 
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days, left s and ae treo to Am The number of members in 
ned conference on the sixth\of April, 1841, was three hundred and 
twenty 


After an absence from them of two years, six months, and 
ve days, I had the of and what gave 
bet the greatest. joy, was, to find them in the truth that 1 Ren 


. 
THE - 
| 
arte: ‘twenty-two hours Jal 1 arrived in eity 9 „ where - ‘met 
with the Saints; and it was truly a time of r On atriving in this place, „ 
it — the remembrancé di my first visit, which w 
the 26ch of Mot, b, when I went for the purpose of p n 2 
everlasting gospel. The contrast was truly surprising between my fitet an — 
second visit; in the first CT 2 
without purse or scrip, to-preach the fulness of the gospel of the Son of GD : 
whieh at first astonished the people, they supposing the doctrines that 
eome from the wilds of America, to teach a people Who! See om 4 
and intelligence in the gospel of Christ,- and were actually sending their's 7 
sionaries to all parts of the world, to instruct the Heathen nations in’ its 
Divine principles: but strange as it seemed to the people, I hired a halk near 1 
the centre of the city without knowing where the money was to come from to f 
pay the rent, but I commenced to preach the gospel to a 
to hear. 
cient to hold seven or eight hundred people, died by ten or twelve per- 
sons who- were willing’ to hear me ; ae I rpate up my mitid to be at the 
hall at the time of my appointments, and pray in it if no one came to hear ö 
me; and often, while walking alone, without any one to bid me welcome, have __ i 
T prayed and wer over that city, in Which. L saw thousands going the bread } 
cht of 
| 
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conference minutes, I found that those who were ordained to the 
gospel had not been idle, but that they had added to their numbers; and 
notwithstanding the many false rts that are in circulation against the 
Saints, I found them strong in the faith, and many were able to testify to its 
truth, by the knowledge they had personally received of the Lord. I had 
the privilege of meeting with them in conference, on the fifth of November 
last, when fourteen branches were represented in the Glasgow conference, 
comprising seven hundred and sixty-eight members, including one high 
priest, twenty-eight elders, thirty-seven priests, twenty-eight teachers, and 
twenty deacons; making an increase of four hundred mem in two years 
and seven months, besides many having emigrated to America. 

After visiting most of the branches of the church in the Glasgow confer- 
ence, I went to Edinburgh, where I arrived on the eighteenth of November, 
and found the Saints there also a in the truth, declaring their know- 

of the work of the Lord to be * of the testimony of others. 
1 met with them in conference on the nineteenth of November, when 
there was represented nine branches of the church, comprising three hun- 
dred and fifty members, including twelve elders, sixteen priests, eight 
teachers, and three deacons, now in good standing; forty-seven also from 
this conference having emigrated to America. A 

After a stay with the Saints in the Edinburgh conference of —— 
I took leave of them on the twenty-ninth of November, went on A 
steamer at Leith, and after a sail of fifty hours, I landed in London, the 
great metropolis of Britain, on the first day of December, where I found 
elders T. Ward and J. Cairns, who had arrived two days before. On the 
third and fourth, I met with the Saints in conference; there were t, 
three high — seven elders, fifteen priests, five teachers, three 
deacons. ere were represented four branches, comprising two hundred 
and sixty-eight members, including eleven elders, twenty-three priests, seven 
teachers, and four deacons, in good standing generally, and rejoicing in the 
principles of eternal truth. 

After a stay of twelve days, I took leave for Li ol, where I remained 
until the sixteenth, on which day I went to Birmingham to meet the Saints 
there in conference. Thirteen branches were represented, comprising five 
hundred and four members, including thirty-four elders, twenty nine priests, 
nineteen teachers, and eight deacons. ) 

On the twenty-fourth, 1 had the. pleasure of ing the Manchester 
conference, the minutes of which are not yet come to hand, though the 
number of members is over 1600. Here the work of the Lord is making 
considerable p ss,and the Saints are rejoicing in the blessings and privi- 
leges ot the people of God. 7 

At a conference held by elder Clark, at Garway, on November the 
twenty-sixth, there were represented, six branches, comprising one hundred 
and seventy-four members, including two elders, ten priests, eight teachers, 
one deacon ; three elders, three priests, and two ers additional, being 
ordained on the occasion. 


Beloved Brethern and Sisters,—I feel it my duty in 
elders Thomas Ward and Hiram Clark, to address you on a few items 


with 
— 
ö t, my travels amongst you, n a in the 
’ first place, we would guard you against being imposed upon by impostors, 


ELDER HEDLOCK’S JOURNAL. 131 


who = themselves upon the Saints as brethren, when they are not. It is 
the duty of every officer in the church of the Latter-day Saints, when 
going to a regular organised branch of the same, before making any appoint- 
ments, or holding any meetings, to present himself to the presiding officer 
of such branch, who is, according to his appointment, under responsibility to 
preserve order in the church over which he presides, to see that true princi- 

les are taught, and to prevent the Saints from being deceived by impostors, 
| it is his duty and right to demand of every such visitant, an 8 of his 
credentials, and to see that he is duly licensed (unless the party be personally 
known to him), by which means individuals would be prevented from palming 
themselves upon the church as Saints, when they are not. 


Where there are more elders than one in a branch of the church, it is their 
duty, for the prosperity of N. church and the spread of the gospel, to act in 
union one with another, for the 7 of all, and while their duty and callin 
(as far as the office is concerned) are * yet, one of them being appointed 
to preside over the branch, has an additional responsibility upon 
him, which the others have not ; therefore, having the care of the church, it 
is his duty to preserve order in the meetings, to see that the elders, priests, 
teachers, deacons, and members do their duty in the fear of the : also 
to preside over the councils of the officers, who should act as one man in 
their decisions upon subjects brought before them. In such councils every 
official member has a right to s if he feels to do so. The members of the 
church can be admitted to such councils, at all times when the president and 
officers deem it wisdom, but they will not be allowed to and act as 
members of the council. It is the duty of such councils to make their deci- 
sions in righteousness, for the 2 of the church, and not to be governed by 
selfish motives; and every presiding elder should council with the other elders, 
and they with him, in all matters pertaining to the well-being of the branch, 
both in church and councils. 

in, we wish to impress upon the minds of the elders, and others, the 
caution that the apostle Paul gives to Timothy. 2nd Tim., c. ii., v. 15, 16— 
“Study to show thyself highly approved unto God, a workman that 


needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But 
shun profane and vain babblings, for they will increase unto more ungodli- 
ness,” If we give attention to these words, they will do us good, and save 


us from many difficulties. As servants of the Most High, we are called with 


a holy calling—a dispensation of the gdspel is committed into our hands, and 


we are responsible to God for the manner in which we teach the principles 
of salvation to our fellow-men. God has endowed us with reasoning powers, 
and has made us free agents, capable of choosing good or evil. The Lord has 
revealed his will and commandments unto the human family, and has sent his 
servants forth, in different ages of the world, to lay them before the people. 


In all His communications He has spoken so as to be understood by the 
intelligences whom He has created; and when the servant of the has 
laid the commandments of the Lord before them, that servant is clear from 
their blood, and as they are responsible for their reception or rejection of the 
truth, they will stand or fall accordingly. Now if the servant of the Lord 
should clothe the plan of salvation in language that would offend and harden 
the hearts of the people against the truth, thereby causing the people to 

ject it, he will, most assuredly, come under condemnation, Th re, it 
behoves every servant of the Lord who goes forth to teach the people, to 
study to rightly divide the word of truth, teaching repentance to - who 
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before the Lord. In order to do this, let servant of the Lord store 

mind with the revealed law of God and the principles of eternal life ; and 

the Lord has promised His Holy ee as that 

Spirit will bring all things to ourremem n 
let the 


searching all „even the deep things therefore, servants 
of the Lord teach under its influence, and they will always mete out a subject 
that will edify, instruct, and enlighten the mind—inform the understan 
and correct the judgment of those whom he addresses, without 
lightly of any man’s faith, or calling his opinions or doctrines in question in 
any offensive way whatever. The servants of the Lord should hold sacred 
the fee of all men, remem that we are all free to think and act for 
ourselves in matters of religion. e Lord said to his disciples while here 
on earth—“ Ye are the light of the world.“ If so, the servants of the Lord 
should set an example unto all, by being courteous and kind, the 
truth without hypocrisy, cultivating every virtuous principle, and manifestin 
it in their life and conversation before all men, avoiding contention as much 
as possible, remembering that a contentious spirit is not of God ; and, indeed, 
we would exhort that our officers do not even mention the names of the 
various religious denominations in the land; for when a servant of the 
Lord speaks lightly of any man’s religion, thereby wounding the feelings of 
any, he comes in — of the same spirit that others have, when they 
2 htly of the t of God; therefore the servants of the Lord in 
eir addresses should treat all men as friends, and never as enemies, until 
prove themselves such. Let them do their duty—and then leave the 
a and themselves in the hands of God. If they have done their duty 
the proclamation of the principles of truth, the party will be amenable to 
God for their reception or rejection of the offers of mercy. 

Again we wish to refer the Saints to president Hiram Smith’s remarks on 
the “ Word of Wisdom,” before a public audience in the city of Nauvoo, 
published in the sixth number of the third volume of the Star. With the 
remarks made by him we perfectly agree, and would recommend the Saints 
to give attention to them, and to obey the word of wisdom as fast as they 


get strength to do so. 

All persons are amenable to God for themselves, and as the word of 
wisdom is given for the temporal salvation, or benefit of the Saints, in con- 
sequence of evils which do and will exist in the hearts of conspiring men, 
(See page 226, first volume of the Star), each individual will have to abide 
the consequences if it be not observed. 7 

As the word of wisdom is not 2 by commandment or restraint, but as 
a principle, with promise of health, and that the destroying angel shall pass 
by and not say them, on condition of keeping ALL THE COMMANDMENTS 
OF THE LORD, as well as the word of wisdom, which is not by commandment. 
This is noticed by president Smith in the fore part of his lecture, where he 
classes it with the commandments, as an assistant principle with them, to 
qualify us for an inheritance in the kingdom of God. consequence of 
some unwise teachings on this subject in this country, we see the ne- 
cessity of rightly dividing the word of truth, by teaching every principle and 
commandment at its proper time and place. The first principles to those 
who have not obeyed them, and the principles of perfection to those who 
have entered into covenant with God, in order that there be no necessity for 


need it, and those who have repented and have been baptized for remission of 
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laying the first principles of the doctrine of Christ with them; but 
exhort them to add to r faith virtue, knowledge, —— 1 e 
godliness, brotherly kindness, and charity, which virtues should forth 
as precious jewels in the life and conduct of every Saint. 

e do k there is sufficient distinctness in the commandments and 
principles, and in the people to whom they are addressed, to enable any 
elder in the church to apply them aright, by taking Paul’s advice to 
Timothy, rightly to divide the word of truth at all times by the spirit of God, 
or we would advise them not to teach at all, until they have humbled them- 
selves before the Lord and obtained it, so as to enable them to mete out to 
* one a portion as the Lord will. 

ow we find that the words of wisdom were given for the benefit of the 
high priests, assembled in Kirtland, and also for the Saints in Zion, and 
they appear so closely associated with Peter's principle of temperance, that 
we know not how to separate them. 

We see then to whom the word of wisdom belongs, and we believe 2 
to teach it in connexion with every other principle necessary for the perfection 
of the people of God; while, on the other hand, an adherence to the word 
of wisdom in the neglect of the other commandments of the Lord, is like 
faith without works—it is dead, being alone, and will profit us nothing. 

And since the word of wisdom is not given by commandment or restraint, 
it is not right to compel another to obey it, but to set them an example 
of obedience, without contention or compulsion in any manner, One ma 
have gained a victory over himself, which another has not yet been able 
to effect, let him not therefore despise his brother, nor indulge himself in self. 
righteous feelings, but rather if he be himself strong, let him sympathise with 
them that are weak, and seek to lead them forth in the principle of faith, 
that they may be strong like himself, 

Remember that the word of wisdom is not given by restraint, let it not, 
therefore, be a source of contention in families; but let love and a virtuous 
example be the only influence which we exert over those around us. 

Let the servants of the Lord remember that their mission is to preach the 
gospel, therefore, let not Satan deceive them by causing them to dictate to 
strangers what they must eat and drink, but rightly dividing the word of 
truth, address to every one that which is fit and appropriate. 

Let it also be correctly understood, that so long as a man conducts himself 
temperately, we cannot sit in judgment upon him on the word of wisdom, but 
we may exhort him in love to overcome every thing that is inconsistent with 
the word of the Lord. Therefore, let the servants of the Lord act in all 
wisdom and humility, and instead of contending about ery that will 
divide the Church of God, or prevent others from entering it, it be better 
to contend for that faith which was once delivered to the Line and let each 
endeavour to excel in virtue and true holiness before the Lord. 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 


Continued from page 118. 
Immediately after this conference I to Mr. Knight’s of Colesville, Broom 
returned to my own house, and from county. e found a number in the 


thence (accompanied by my wife, Oliver neighbourhood still believing and anxi- 
Cowdery, John Whitmer, and David ous to be baptized. 
Whitmer), journeyed again on a visit We appointed a meeting for the Sab- 


0 


134 


bath, and on the afternoon of 
we erected a dam across a stream of 
water, which was convenient for the pur- 
of there attending to the ordinance ; 
ut during the night a mob collected 
tore down our which 
us from attending to tism on 
Sabbath. * ad 
We afterwards found out that this 
mob had been instigated to this act of 
molestation by certain sectarian priests 
of the neighbourhood, who began to 
consider their craft in danger, and took 
this plan to stop the progress of the 
truth, and the sequel will show how de- 
terminedly they prosecuted their oppo- 
sition, as well as to how little purpose in 
the end. 
The — —— 
ing. Oliver Cowdery preached, an 
— us bore testim 
of the Book of Mormon, the doctrine 
of repentance, baptism for the remission 
of sins, and laying on of hands for the gift 
of the Holy Ghost, &c. Amongst our 
audience were those who had torn down 
our dam, and who seemed wishful to give 
us trouble, but did not until after the 
meeting was dismissed, when they im- 
mediately commenced talking to those 
whom they considered our friends, to try 
to turn against us and our doc- 
th 
mongst the many present at this meet- 
ing — Emily ther, sister to the 
wife of Newel Knight. The Rev. Mr. 
Shearer, a divine of the Presbyteri 
faith, who had considered himself her 
— came to understand that she was 
ikely to believe our doctrine, and had a 
short time previous to this our meeting 
come to labour with her; but having 
— some time with her without being 
le to persuade her against us, he en- 
deavoured to have her leave her sister's 
house and go with him to her father's, 
who lived at a distance of at least ten 
miles off; for this purpose he had re- 
course to stra : he told her that 
one of her brothers was waiting at a 
certain place wishful to have her go home 
with him, be succeeded thus to get her 
a little distance from the house, when 
seeing that her brother was not in wait- 
ing for her, she refused to go any further 
with him, upon which he got hold of 
her by the arm to force her along, but 
her sister was soon with them; the two 
women were too many for him, and he 
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was forced to sneak off without his er-. 
rand, after all his labour and ingenuity. 
Nothing daunted, however, he went to 
her father, represented to him something 
or other which induced the old gentle- 
man to give him a power of attorney, 
which, as soon ‘as our meeting was over 
on the above-named Sunday evening, he 
immediately served upon her, and carried 
her off to her father’s residence by open 
violence against her will. All his — 
was in vain, however, for the said Emily 
Coburn, in a short time afterwards, was 
baptized and confirmed a member of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. 

However, early on Monday morning, 
we were on the alert, and, before our 
enemies were aware, we had repaired 
the dam and proceeded to baptize, when 
the following thirteen persons were bap- 
tized under the hands of Oliver Cow- 
dery, viz., Emma Smith, Hezekiah Peck 
and wife, Joseph — and wife, 
William Stringham and wife, Joseph 
Knight, jun., Aaron Culver and wife, 
Levi Hall, Polly Knight, and Julia 
Strin * — the baptism was 
entirely finished, mob began 
to collect, and shortly after we had re- 
tired, they amounted to about fifty men. 
They surrounded the house of Mr. 
Knight (were we had retired to), raging 
with anger and apparently wishful to 
commit violence upon us. Some asked 
us questions, others threatened us, so 
that we thought it wisdom to leave and 
go to the house of Newel Knight. 

There also they followed us, and it 
was only by the exercise of great pru- 
dence on our and reliance on our 
heavenly Father, that they were kept 
from laying violent hands upon us; and 
so long as they chose to stay we were 
obliged to answer them various unpro- 
fitable questions, and bear with insults 
and threatenings without number. 

We had appointed a meeting for this 
evening for purpose of attending to 
the confirmation of those who had been 
the same morning baptized: the time 

pointed had arrived, and our friends 
had nearly all collected together, when, 
to my surprise, I was visited by a con- 


stable, and arrested by him on a warrant, 


on charge of being a disorderly person, 
of setting the country mtn uproar by 


We. 


the Book of Mormon, &c., 
constable informed me soon. 


i 
— 
— 
* 
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after I had been arrested, that the plan 
of those who had got out the warrant 
was to get me into the hands of the mob, 
who were now lying in ambush for me, 
but that he was determined to save me 
from them, as he had found me to be a 
different sort of person from what I had 
been represented to him. I soon found 
that he had told me the truth in this 
matter, for not far from Mr. ight’s. 
house, the waggon in which we set 
out was surrounded by the mob, who 
seemed only to await some signal from 
the constable ; but, to their great disap- 
pointment, he gave the horse the whip 
and drove me out of their reach. Whilst 
driving along pretty quickly, one of the 
waggon wheels came off, which left us 
once more very nearly surrounded by 
them, as they had come on in close pur- 
suit; however, we man to get the 
wheel on r be- 
hind us. He drove on to the town of 
South Bainbri Chenango county, 
where he lodged me for the time being 
in an upper room of a tavern; and in 
order that all might be right with him- 
self and with me also, he slept during 
the — — with his feet against the door 
and a loaded musket by his side, whilst I 
occupied a bed which was in the room, 
he having declared that if we were in- 
terru unlawfully, that he would 
fight for me and defend me as far as in 
following 

n the ing a court was 
convened for a of investi- 


lated, the nature of which will come out 
in the sequel. 
hed to two of bie h 
ight, repaired to two of his neigh- 
— viz., and John 
i rs., (respectable farmers, men 
reno for their in ity, and well 
versed in the laws of their country), and 
retained them on my behalf during my 
trial. At length the trial commenced 
amidst a multitude of rs, who in 
general evinced a belief that I was guilty 
of all that had been reported concerning 
me, and of course were very z 
that I should be punished according to 
— crimes. Among the many witnesses 
2 | inst me, was Mr. Josiah 
Stoal, of whom I have made mention as 
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having worked for him some time, and 
examined to the following effect. 

Did not the prisoner, Joseph Smith, 
have a horse of you ?—Yes. 

Did not he go to you and tell you that 
an angel had appeared unto him and 
authorised him. to get the horse from 
you ?—No, he told me no such story. 

Well, how had he the horse of you ? 
—He bought him of me as another man 
would do. 

Have you had your pay 7? That is not 
your business. The question being again 
put, the witnessed yn “T hold his 
note for the price of the horse, which I 
consider as good as the pays for I am 
well acquainted with Joseph Smith, jun., 
and know him to be an honest man, and 
if he wishes, I am ready to let him have 
another horse on the same terms.” 

Mr. Jonathan Thompson was next 
called up and examined. 

Has not the prisoner, Joseph Smith, 


jun., had a yoke of oxen of you?—Yes. 


Did he not obtain them of you by 
telling you that he had a revelation to 
the effect that he was to have them ?— 
No, he did not mention a word of the 
kind concerning the oxen; he purchased 
them the same as another man would. 

After a few more such attempts the 
court was detained for a time, in order 
that two young women, daughters to 
Mr. Stoal, with whom I had at times 
kept company might be sent for, in order, 
if possible, to elicit something from them 
which might be made a pretext against 
me. The young ladies arrived, were 
severally examined touching my charac- 
ter and conduct in general, —— 
larly as to my behaviour towards them, 

in public and private, when they 
both bore such testimony in my favour 
as left my enemies without a pretext on 
their account. Several attempts were 
now made to prove something against me, 
and circumstances which were alleged 
to have taken in Broom county 
were b ht forward, but these my law- 
yers would not —＋ 2 of against me, 
in consequence of which my persecutors 
— detain the court until they 
had succeeded in obtaining a warrant 
from Broom county, and which warrant 
they served upon me at the very moment 
in which I had been acquitted by this 
court. 

The constable who served this second 
warrant upon me, had no sooner arrested 


| 
| 
| 
| 

gating those charges which had Deen 

preferred against me. A great excite- 

ment prevailed on account of the scan- 

dalous falsehoods which had been circu- 


me than — to abuse and insult 
and 80 eeling was he with me, 
although I been kept all the 
day in court, without anything to eat 
since the morning, yet he hurried me off 
to Broom county, a distance of about 
fifteen miles, before he allowed me any 
kind of food whatever. He took me to 
a tavern and gathered in a number of 
men, who every means to abuse, 
ridicule, and insult me. They spit upon 
me, pointed — saying, 
" and thus did the 
imitate those who erucified the Saviour 
of mankind, not knowing what they did. 
We were at this time not far distant from 
the priviloge of spending the night with 
e privi nding the night wi 
my wife 4 offering oy wished 
for security for my appearance, but this 
was denied me. I applied for something 
to eat. The constable ordered me some 
crusts of bread and water, which was the 
only fare I that night received. At 
1 we retired to ; the constable 
e me lie next the wall; he then laid 
himself, down by me and put his arm 
around me; and upon my moving in the 
least would clench me fast, fearing that 
I intended to escape from him; and in 
this (not very agreeable) manner did we 
= the night. Next day I was brought 
ore the i court, of Coles- 
ville, Broom county, and put upon my 
trial. My former faithful friends and 
lawyers were again at my side; my 
former — were arrayed against 
me. y witnesses were again called 
forward and examined, some of whom 
swore to the most palpable falsehoods, 
and like to the false witnesses which had 
against me the day previous, 
y contradicted themselves so plainly 


that the court would not admit their 
ew: were called, who 
shewed by their zeal that they were 


willi enough to ve something 
against me; but all they could do was 
to tell some things which somebody else 
had told them. In this “ frivolous and 
vexatious” manner did they proceed for 
a considerable time, when finally, Newel 
Knight was called up and examined by 
lawyer Seymour, who had been especially 
sent for on this occasion. One lawyer 
Burch, also, was on the side of the 

secution; but Mr. Seymour — 
be a more zealous Presbyterian, and 

peared very anxious and determined that 


I wished to be allowed 
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the people should not be deluded b 
one professing the — of Felle 
and not — power As 
— Knight had been sworn, 
— proceeded to mterrogate 
11 th . Joseph Smith, jun. 
e prisoner, Joseph Smi > 
cast the devil out of you ?—No, sir. 

Why, have not you had the devil cast 
out — — Yes, sir. 

And had not Joe Smith some hand in 
its ?— Yes, sir. 

And did not he cast him out of you? 
—No, sir; it was done by the power of 
God, and Joseph Smith was the instru- 
ment in the hands of God on the occasion. 
He commanded him out of me in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 

And are you sure that it was the devil ? 
— Yes, sir. 

Did you see him, after he was cast 
out of you ?—Yes, sir; I saw him. 

Pray, what did he look like? [Here 
one of my lawyers informed the witness 
that he need not answer the — 
The witness replied, I believe I need not 
answer your last question, but I will do- 
it provided I be allowed to ask you one 

uestion first, and you answer me, viz: 

o you, Mr. S ur, understand the 
things of the Spirit? No, answered Mr. 
Seymour, I do not pretend to such bi 
— Well then, replied Knight, it 
would be of no use to tell you what the 
devil looked like, for it was a spiritual 
sight, and spiritually discerned; and of 
course you would not understand it were 
I to tell you of it. The lawyer dropped 
his head, whilst the loud laugh of. the 
audience proclaimed his discomfiture. 
Mr. Seymour now addressed the court, 
and in a long and violent harangue en- 
deavoured to blacken my character and 
bring me in guilty of the charges which 
had been brought against me. Among 
other things, he brought up the story of 
my having been a money digger; and in 
this manner proceeded, in hopes to influ- 
ence the court and the people against me. 

Mr. Davidson and Mr. Reid followed 
on my behalf. They held forth, in true 
colours, the nature of the prosecution, 
the malignancy of intention, and the 

parent disposition to persecute their 
client, rather than to afford him justice. 
They took up the different 


whieh had been brought by the lawyers 
for the prosecution, and having shewed 
their utter futility and misapplication, 


1 
. 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 


then 1 to scrutinize the evidence 
which had been adduced, and each in his 
turn thanked God that he had been en- 
in so good a cause as that of de- 
ding a man whose character stood so 
well the test of such a strict investigation. 
In fact, these men, although not 
lawyers, were upon this occasion able to 
put to silence their opponents, and con- 
vince the 
Th e like men inspired of God, 
while thers who were arrayed —— 
me, trembled under the sound of their 
voices, and quailed before them like 
criminals before a bar of justice. 

The majority of the assembled multi- 
tude had now to find that nothing 
could be sustained against me: even the 
constable who arrested me, and treated 
me so badly, now came and apologised 
to me, and asked my forgiveness of his 
behaviour towards me; and so far was 
he changed, that he informed me that 
the mob were determined that if the 
court acquitted me that they would have 
me, and rail-ride me, and tar and feather 
me; and further, that he was willing to 
favour me and lead me out in safety by 
a private way. 

‘The court finding the charges * 
me not sustained, I was according J ac- 

uitted, to the great satisfaction of m 
friends and vexation of my enemies, who 
were still determined upon molesting 
me; but through the instrumentality of 
my new friend the constable, I was en- 
abled to escape them and make my way 
in safety to my wife’s sister's 
where 1 found my wife waiting with 
much anxiety the issue of those ungodly 
proceedings, and with her in company, 
next day arrived in safety at my own 
house. 

After a few days however, I again re- 
turned to Colesville, in company with 
Oliver Cowdery, for the purpose of con- 


ouse, - 
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those whom we had thus been 
forced to abandon for a time. We had 
scarcely arrived at Mr. Knight’s, when 
the mob was seen collecting together to 
Hy us, and we considered it wisdom 
to leave for home, which we did, without 
even waiting for any refreshment. Our 
enemies pursued us, and it was oftentimes 
as much as we could do to elude them; 
however, we to get home after 
having travelled all night, except a short 
time during which we were to 
rest ourselves under a large tree by the 
way side, sleeping and watching alter- 
nately. And thus were we | 
on account of our religious faith — in a 


country, the constitution of which 


rantees to every man the indefeasible right 
to worship God according to the dictates 
of his own conscience—and by men, too, 
who were professors of religion, and 
who were not backward to maintain this 

ivilege for themselves, though they 
thus wantonly could deny it to us. For 
instance, C M' Master, a Presbyte- 
rian of high standing in his church, was 
one of the chief instigators of these per- 
— ; — E at my time told me 
personally, that he considered me guilty 
without Ng or jury. The celebrated 
Dr. Boyington, also a Presbyterian, was 
another instigator to these deeds of out- 
rage; whilst a young man named Benton, 
of the same religious faith, swore out 
the first warrant against me. I could 
mention many others also, but for bre- 
vity's sake will make these suffice for the 
present. 

I will say, however, that amid all the 
trials and tribulations we had to wade 
through, the Lord, who well knew our 
infantile and delicate situation, vouch- 
safed for us a supply, and granted ws 
line upon line, here a little and there 
a little,” of which the following was a 
precious morsel :— 


Revelation to Joseph Smith, given June, 1830. 


The words of God, which he spake unto 


ry of God was upon Moses; 
oses could endure his presence. 


of mine hands, but not all, for my works are 
without end, and also my words, for they 
never cease; wherefore no man can behold 
my works except he behold all my glory ; and 
no man can behold all my glory and afterwards 
remain in the flesh. And I have a work for 
thee, Moses, my son, and thou art in the simi- 
litude of mine only begotten ; and mine only 

is and shall be the Saviour, for he 


God besides me, and all are present 
with me for I know them And now, 


| 
Moses at a time when Moses was caught up 
into an exceeding high mountain, and he saw 
God face to face, and he talked with him, 
and the 
therefore 
And God spake unto Moses, saying, Behold, 
I am the Lord God Almighty, and endless 
is my name, for I am without beginning of 
days or end of years; and is not this endless? is of and truth; but there is no 
And, behold, thou ant my son, wherefore 
look and I will show thee the workmanship 


created, and Moses beheld the world and 
the ends thereof, and all the children of men 


was left unto himself, he fell unto the earth. 
And it came to pass that it was for the space 
of many hours before Moses did again receive 
his natural strength like unto man ; and he 
saith unto himself, now, for this cause I 
know that man is nothing, which thing I 
never had supposed; but now mine eyes, 
mine own eyes, but not mine eyes, for mine 


y beg 
that I should worship thee? for, behold, I 
could not look upon God, except his glory 
should come upon me, and I were strength- 
ened before him. But I can look upon thee 
in the natural man. Is it not so, surely? 
Blessed is the name of my God, for his 
hath not altogether withdrawn from 

where is thy glory? for it is 
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can judge between 
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and worship me. Andagain 
said, I will not cease to call upon 
; I have these things to inquire of him, 
glory has been upon me, wherefore I 

between him and thee. Depart 


hence, 


And now of this thing Moses bore record, 
but because of wickedness it is not had 


But only an. 
account of this earth, and the inhabitants 
thereof, give 
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4 behold, this one thing I show unto thee’ is the God of glory. And now Satan began 
Moses, a Pree y thou art in the world to tremble, and the earth shook ; and Moses 
* and now I show it unto thee. received strength and called God, 
And it came to pass that Moses looked one 
and beheld the world upon which he was bene, Satan. And it came to pass that 
— tects, und departed hence 
and gnashing of teeth, and departed hence, 
which was, and which are created: of the even from the presence of Moses, that he 
same he greatly marvelled and wondered. beheld him not. 
: And the presence of God withdrew from 
Moses, that hia glory was not upon Moves ; 
i and Moses was left unto himself. Andashe among the children of men. And it came to 
pass that when Satan had departed from 
the presence of Moses, he lifted up his eyes 
unto heaven, being filled with the Holy 
Ghost, which beareth record of the Father 
and the Son; and calling on the name of 
God, he beheld his glory again, for it was 
upon him, and he heard a voice, saying, 
Blessed art thou, Moses, for I, the Almighty 
eyes could not have beheld ; for I should have chosen thee, and thou shalt be made 
have withered and died in his presence; but stronger than many waters; for they shall 
his glory was upon me; and I beheld his obey thy command as if thou wert God; 
face, for I was transfigured before him. and lo, I am with thee, even unto the end 
And it came to pass that when Moses had of thy days; for thou shalt deliver my peo- 
said these words, behold, Satan came tempt- ple from bondage, even Israel my chosen. 
: ing him saying, Moses, son of man, worship And it came to pass, as Moses’ voice was 
me. And it came to pass that Moses looked still speaking, he cast his eyes, and behold, 
upon Satan and said, who art thou? for, be- the earth, yea, even all the face of it, there 
: hold I am a son of God, in the similitude of was not a particle of it which he did not 
, behold, descrying it by the spirit of God. 
And he beheld also the inhabitants thereof, 
{ and there was not a soul which he beheld 
| not, and he discerned them by the spirit of 
: God ; and their numbers were great, even 
: numberless as the sand upon the sea shore. 
And he beheld many lands; and each land 
was called earth, and there were inhabitants 
Fs on the face thereof. And it came to pass 
. that Moses called upon God, saying, tell me, 
1 I pray thee, why these things are so, and by 
what thou madest them? And, behold, the 
. glory of God was upon Moses, so that 
Moses stood in the presence of God, and he 
‘ talked with Moses face to face; and the 
Lord God said unto Moses, for mine own 
purpose have I made these things. Here is 
| wisdom, and it remaineth in me. And by 
the word of my power have I created them, 
which is mine only begotten Son who is full 
of grace and truth. And worlds without 
number have I created; and I also created 
them for mine own purpose; and by the 
GE Satan. Son I created them, which is mine only be- 
And now, when Moses had said these gotten. And the first man of all men have 
words, Satan cried with a loud voice, and 
went upon the earth, and commanded, say- 
ing, I am the only begotten, worship me. 
Aud it came to pass that Moses began to 
fear exceedingly ; and as he began to fear by words of my power. And there are 
he saw the bitterness of bell; nevertheless, — now stand, and innumerable 
calling God, he receivedstrength,andhe are they unto man, but all things are num- 
— Guten, . — bered unto me, for they are mine and I 
for this one God only will I worship, which know them, 
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the heavens, and then thy servant will be 
content. Andthe Lord God spake unto Moses, 
saying, The heavens they are many, and 
they cannot be numbered unto man, but they 
are numbered unto me, for they are mine, 


and as one earth shall pass away, and the 
another 


heavens thereof, even 80 
come; and there is no end to my works, 
neither to my words. 

Behold, this is my work to my glory, to 
the immortality and eternal life of man. 


And now, Moses, my son, I will speak unto 
thee concerning this earth upon which thou 
standest ; and thou shall write these 
which I shall speak, and in a day when 
children of men shall esteem my words as 
nought, and take many of them from the 
book which thou shalt write, behold I will 
raise up another like unto thee, and 
shall be had again among the children of 
men; among as many as shall believe those 
words were spoken unto Moses in the Mount, 
the name of which shall not be known 
among the children of men. And now they 
are spoken unto you. Amen. 


THE RELIGION OF THE ANCIENTS. 
From the Times and Seasons. 


It has been supposed by many of our 
modern theologians that the ancients knew 
very little about religion; that if they pos- 
sessed any information of a God, it was only 
in dark similitudes ; in forms and ceremonies ; 
in uncertainties and shadows; that the an- 
tedeluvians lived in a day of darkness, or 
rather in the gloom of night; that the pa- 
triarchs lived in the dawn of day, before the 
sun had made its appearance above the hori- 
zon; that the Mosaic dispensatiou might be 
compared to the sun’s first rising on the 
world; that the time when our Saviour made 
his appearance among men, and the gospel 
was preached by the sposties, wes like the 
sun rising in majesty, dispelling the mist that 
brooded over the earth, and creation 
to rejoice; but that we are living in a day 
when sol has reached the meridian of his 
glory, in “ the blaze of gospel day.” These 
views are by no means uncommon, and yet 
it always has appeared singular to us, that 


men in this day and age of the world, when 


sectarianism has torn to pieces the religious 
world, and men’s views on this subject are 
split up into ten thousand pieces, that they 
should arrogate more to themselves than 
what our Saviour and his apostles enjoyed 
when the church was in its primitive glory ; 
whilst they were under the teaching of our 
Lord and inspired apostles ; before corrup- 
tion, or false doctrine had obtained power 
in the christian church; and we can only 
account for it upon the principle, that igno- 
rance is the mother of superstition,” and 
that in them the words of the apostles are 
fulfilled, “ professing to be wise they became 
fools.” 

True religion is of divine origin; it ema- 
nates from God; it teaches us what is his 
will—what our ees, are, and what our 
duty is towards and to each other. It 
each es us to love God with all our heart, 


might, mind, and strength, and our neigh- 
bour as ourselves.” If we possess any know- 
ledge of God, we must have received it from 
God; far, according to the words of the 
Saviour, “no man knoweth the Father but 
the Son, and he to whom the Son does reveal 
him.” Since religion is of divine origin, we 
can only obtain from God a true knowledge 
of his mind, his purposes and and 
what mode of worship will be acceptable to 
him. And if we have no means 
to God ourselves, we can receive no know- 
ledge of God but what is conveyed either by 
tradition or writing; and since 
has prevailed in different ages, and errors 
in translation and transposition are likely to 
ensue, it must follow as a natural conse- 
quence, that those who are nearest the 
fountain will be the most likely to partake 
of the purest streams. And it must be ob- 
vious to every understanding mind, that all 
correct intelligence proceeds from God; and 
that the more frequent intercourse a man 
has with the Lord, the more communications 
he has from the Almighty; and the more 
frequent God’s revelations are to him, the 
more he will know of the purposes and de- 
signs of his heavenly Father, and conse- 
quently of true religion. This being the 
case, it will not be necessary for us to inquire 
whether a man lived in the Adamic 
sation, the dispensation of Noah, of the Pa- 
triarchs, of Moses, of our Saviour, or in the 
present dispensation, to know who had the 
most light, possessed the greatest privileges, 
or had the most religion; but to enquire 
who drew the nearest to God? who received 
the most frequent communications from him ? 
and to whom did he most abundantly reveal 
his will? whether in this generation or any 
other? If these questions can be satisfac. 
answered, we shall not find mach 


— 
— 
* 
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And it came to pass, that Moses spake 
unto the Lord, saying, Be merciful unto thy | 
earth, and the inhabitants thereof, and also 
—U— | 
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most knowledge of God and godliness, and 
who has the most religion. 

If we turn our attention to the present 
religious world, what do we see? men hold- 
ing communion with God, and receiving re- 
velations from God; verily, nay ! the heavens 
{° them have become brass, and God’s mouth 

closed ; nay, worse! the idea of revelation 
is scouted by them, and those who would 
believe in it are branded as impostors; and 
they virtually cut themselves off from all 
communications with or from God, and can 
know nothing of or about God “but what 
they know naturally, as brute beasts,” as 
saith the apostle. What sort of a spectacle 
does the christian church present at the 
present time? Torn and split up, divided 
and disjointed by the fiery zeal of religious 
bigots and h tical partizans, it presents 
a picture of ruin and desolation, like a forest 
torn by a mighty tempest, or uprooted by a 
farious whirlwind, that once stood in gran- 
deur and majesty, and its beautiful foliage 
was admired by every observer; but now its 
withered leaves, its broken boughs, and 
shattered limbs, are the sad memorials of its 
overthrow and destruction. Or like some 
ancient palace that stood proudly aloof from 
other inferior buildings, magnificently 
adorned with all the beauty of ancient archi- 
tecture—its towers, and columns, and sta- 
2 and beauty was the pride of princes, 
and its strength and fortresses bid defiance 
to the hand of the desolator; but the revo- 
lutions of ages have despoiled the noble edi- 
fice ; the corroding hand of time has destroy- 
ed its beauty, and all that is left of its for- 
mer magnificence is here and there a few 
broken fragments, that very imperfectly 
shew to the enquiring traveller the ruins of 
its former splendour and ancient glory. So 
stéod the church, once indeed beautiful, pure, 
and intelligent—clothed with the power and 
— of 2 -endowed with the gift of the 

oly Ghost —possessed of prophets, apos- 
tles, pastors, teachers, helps, governments, 
tongues, interpretations, gifts, visions, and 
the ministering of angels; having the hea- 
vens opened, the purposes of God unfolded, 
the future destiny of man made known, and 
“life and immortality brought to light.” 
Basking in the beams of eternal truth, and 
holding communications with God and angels, 
it stood proudly erect in the strength of 
Israel’s God; it was sustained by the 
mighty hand of Jehovah, and was indeed 
“ fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and ter- 
rible as an army with banners; but alas! 
a change has come over the dream; the 
flower has been nipped in the bud; its glory 
has departed ; the deadly influence of heresy 
has penetrated to its very vitals. The with- 
ering power of priestcraft has disrobed it 
of its beauty; and disjointed by sectarian 
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broken ts scattered, rent, and dis- 
jointed ; with to point out its origi- 
nal, but the shat remnants of its ancient 


87 J. on which are scarcely traceable any 
of the marks of its former magnificence, or 
original eur. And how can it be other- 
wise? when men are destitute of revelations 
from God, and absolutely deny the principle. 

Perhaps some may think that the above 
is an overstrained picture, but we think not; 
and let those who think differently examine 
the subject, and they will find that none of 
the above mentioned things, which consti- 
tuted the beauty and glory of the christian 
church, are now to be found: no apostles, 
no prophets, no pastors, teachers, or evan- 
gelists, that even profess to be inspired; no 
gifts of healing, no tongues, or interpreta- 
tions; no visions, no revelations, or minis- 
tering of angels; but all they now possess, 
as a substitute, are, the of men, the 
wild theories of theologians, and the opinions 
of divines; all doubt and uncertainty, 
without the least particle of a knowledge of 
God, the order of his church, or his will 
concerning them. 

If we turn our attention from the religious 
world to that of the infidel, we shall find a 
body of men vainly striving to find happiness 
in created good, in morality and in social 
society; but without a knowledge of God. 
Turn we our attention for a moment to 
Fourierism, which however laudable in its 
attempts to ameliorate the condition of man, 
and out of the broken chaotic, disordered 
mass of society that now exists, to bring about 
a social order which shall promote universal 
peace and happiness; it must fail in its at- 
tempts; it has no other religion than that 
which is above described; it has not the 
materials to construct such an edifice as it 
contemplates; and science without God will 
never make men permanently happy. 

What a deplorable aspect the world of 
mankind presents at the present time, 
especially on our continent, torn to pieces 
with dissensions about religion and politics, 
tossed on the billows of uncertainty, both 
religiously and politically, men scarcely know 
which way to steer to shun the various rocks 
that threaten destruction on every hand. 

With several hundred different religions, 
all —s and in commotion, the speculative 
theories of Miller, with his wild enthusiasm ; 
the deceptive pretensions of Mesmerism ; 
the poison of Infidelity; the plans of Fourier, 
and the ten thousand other notions that are 
deluging the earth, and cracking the human 
brain, render it indeed necessary that God 
should again speak and point out the way of 
salvation and ess with certainty to 
the human family, and bid the “ dire com- 
motion cease.” 


| strife, and schismatic infinence, it lies in 


heads in shame, and “ stand in the ways, and 
see, and ask for the old where is the 
good way, and walk therein;” then should 
we indeed find rest to our souls. Jer., vi. 17. 

If we turn our attention to the ancients, 
we shall find that their was founded 
upon a very different basis. If they wor- 


they must have remained eternally in the 
dark, and ignorant of the principles of truth. 
Under the tuition of Jehovah, they were 
taught the truths of heaven, unadulterated 
by the foolish dogmas of men, or the cor- 
rupting influences of Thus 


phets, walked with God, had the — 
= r+ the visions of heaven unfold 


religionists profess to be wise, enlightened 
and — —＋ think that the ancients 
were e Oh! consistency, whither 
hast thou fled? 

We must necessarily conclude from the 
above, that “ every good and perfect gift 
proceeds from the Father of Lights,” through 


the medium of revelation, and if we cannot. 


obtain revelations from him, we must remain 
eternally in the dark, in regard to true reli- 
gion, God, angels, heaven, hell, the purposes 
of Jehovah, or any thing connected with 
salvation; and instead of obtaining true 
intelligence from God, shall be obliged to 
wander in the uncertain mazes of 
and of false religion and philosophy; igno- 
rant of God, and of the plan of salvation, 
in gloom, and when we 
ve w to “ take a 
in the dark.” — _ 


PARTICULARS OF A REMARKABLE PHENOMENON, 


SEEN IN THE HEAVENS BY THE PILOT OF THE WM. PENN, ON MAROR 21. 
From the Times and Seasons. 


On Saturday afternoon Mr. Wm. Frances, 
pilot of the Wm. Penn steamboat, a packet 
that runs between this city and Rising Sun, 
Ia, called personally at our office to give us 
the full particulars of the wonderful sight 
seen by him on the night above mentioned, 
fully impressed with the of the 
subject, and the awful ty of telling 

thing of this nature but what is strictly 

Mr. F. informed us that he is a mem- 

of the church, and assured us in the 

most solemn manner, that what he was about 

to relate was truth and nothing but the truth, 

and he is ready to convince any gentleman 
or lady that will call upon him. 

He states that as the Penn was on her 
trip to this city, when between Rising Sun 
and Aurora, about eleven or twelve o'clock, 
p-m., he was steering the boat along, it being 
a star bright night, excepting a few clouds 


in the west, low down, sky clear, when d a 
sudden a light burst forth, the whole face 
of the earth a to be lit up, which so 
blinded him that it was with culty he 
could see any thing, even the most near ob- 
His first impression was that it light- 
ened very sharply, but its continuing con- 
vinced him it must be else, which 
he could not account for. The captain of 
the Penn, James Pratzman, was sitting in 
the cabin at the time with three or four 
candles; he saw the light not 
ran out to the guard, anxious to know the 
cause, and asked Mr. F. if he saw the light. 
Mr. Frances said he did. What is it? said 


Pratsman. Dear only knows ans-. 


wered Mr. Frances, for I don’t. From that 
the captain disappeared after looking over 
the hurricane deck and went below. 

Mr. Frances now being very anxious to 


— 
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in S ledge of God, and of will and purposes, 
in the “blaze of gospel day?” Vain pre- and he has never spoken to them, nor given 
tension! idle boast! let us rather hide our a revelation for eighteen hundred years, and 
they believe he never will do again. While 
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moses and the i. 
and conversed with Jehovah, gazed on the 
glories of the eternal world, and wrote and 
shipped God, it was because they were in- prophesied of events that should transpire 
structed by him to do so—if they kept any through all succeeding ages. If this gene- 
law, or observed any ordinances, it was ration possess any knowledge of God, they 
because the Lord commanded them to doit; obtained it through what the ancients have 
their religion was taught them by the Lord, written and spoken; and yet our modern 
and if they possessed any knowledge of 
God, any wisdom or intelligence—if they 
were made acquainted with his purposes 
and designs, it was through revelation—and 
if God had not unveiled himself to them, : 
being taught of God, and amenable to him 
for their conduct; and their teaching being 
the teaching of heaven and proceeding from 
God, their adherence to his precepts was 
their eternal salvation. They knew no other 
guide, and following his directions, they 
were safe. 
What a contrast there is between ancient 
and modern religion. Men boast of their 
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looked at the eile of the 


house, in rather a south-west course, 
nearly over head, when he saw the out- 
lines of a serpent in the sky, in a crooked 
position, except the tail which was straight, 
the head toward the east. It turned toa 
livid bright red, deep and awful, and remained 
in the stars. Mr. Frances watched 
it for two or three 
disappeared nearly to the e, an 
— in a gradual manner formed 
into a distinct Roman 


G 
Mr. Frances had time now to mind the 


channel of the er, and deliberate upon 
the beauty and eur of a letter in the 
sky! It was y interesting to him, 


as may well be supposed, from the accuracy 
of its formatioh, After about one minute 
and a half, he watching it and the boat alter- 


nately, it changed, turning into a distinct 


as perfect as was ever seen, in which position 


it remained as before. Mr. Frances stated 


that he was surprised greatly at this, but 
not scared or frightened in the least, and 


immediately tapped the bell for the captain 
to witness the scene. The captain did not 
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look up yonder, did you ever see the like?“ 

The captain answered,“ I see it,” and 
looked at it till it disappeared. 

Mr. F. states that when the O turned to 
a D it formed a kind of oblong shape, and 
then came straight on one side as a D should 
be. When it disappeared it turned into the 
same oblong as before, and, gradually 
the sky ret to its original appearance. 

Mr. Frances states that he did not leave 
the wheel of the boat, but steered it to this 
city. He declares, that let others think or 
say as they will, what he has related is 
strictly true. He is no Millerite, neither is 
he erazy nor frightened, and if gentlemen 
or ladies will call upon him he will convince 
them that what he has told is truth. Cap- 
tain Pratzman remarked at the time, that it 
was something quite inexplicable, and was 
sorry he did not come to the deck sooner, so 
as to have had a full view of this grand, 
wonderful, and unaccountable phenomenon. 


TRIAL OF BROTHERS JONATHAN PUGMIRE AND THOMAS CART- 
WRIGHT, ON A CHARGE OF MANSLAUGHTER. 


While we re >| the melan- 
choly — re to — — 

our present number, and for 
Mich our brethren have been in prison 
until Tuesday, the second of J anuary, 
which was the day of trial, we have, in 
the result, abundant cause of thankful- 
ness to our heavenly Father, who, in- 
deed, does all things well. 

It has been manifested from the time 
of the accident, that other agency has 
been in operation in the ition of 
this affair, than what the legitimate 
course of the law would have brought 
into exercise; yet had we wished and 


planned with all the ingenuity we coul 
command, in order to en 


who have been secretly working ‘to f 


briefs to two of the counsellors, who 
were considered the most distinguished 
on the cireuit, to his astonishment he 
found them already engaged in the same 
case by the prosecuting attorney. The 
services, however, of two other tle- 
men of the bar, viz, Mr. R. G. Tem 
and Mr. S. C. Egerton, 

for the oceasion. 


at hand, with the exception of about 
three, whose evidence was of such a 
mines, that the Judge 2 not — 
it to have any bearing n the subject. 
vain did’ the snd 
counsel engaged endeavour to pro- 
the business, by the examination of 
persons who were no witnesses at all in 
the case of the accident. The Jud 
addressed — 2 the effect, that 


come immediately, but after a moment or 
two appeared, but ere this, the figure in the 
heavens had changed to a plain distinct letter 
The captain said to Mr. Frances, what's 
wanting? 
The trial was the first which was 
| brought on after the ing of the 
court on the Tuesday, when, behold, the 
witnesses for the prosecution were not 
jure be of the Lord, We, . 
not possibly have effected the parpas®.tn 
any manner to be comg = eS 
the direction of Divi Pat 
When our attorney, Mr. Rowe, of 
: Liverpool, would have presented his were removed from the bar, but still re- 


F 


warning to the brethren, to 


sembled on the occasion. — 

We know not who the parties may be 
who have secretly been at work, to — 
on the tion, which we shoul 
have supposed would have been left to 
the Crown alone; however, no pains 
have been spared; additional witnesses 
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with the exp 


had been secured, a survey of the neigh- 
bourhood where the accident occurred 
had been made, and a large and well- 
executed map of the same was exhibited 
in the court. These things, together 
of additional counsel, 
must be paid from some source, as well 
as the costs of the prosecution also, 
which the Judge declared he would 
not allow; stating also that the witnes- 
ses for the ion should forfeit 
their recognizances. What will be 
the the witnesses we 
know not, some mitigation 
of the full — incurred by each 

but thus were all thesgrachinations 

those who were secretly labouri 


— 


against the Church of Christ, more than 


against the prisoners, completely frus- 
trated, while the kind care of our 
heavenly Father was made so very ma- 
— 

to overflo with gratitude 
trust. 
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Editorial. 
Ir is with feelings of no ordinary kind, that we address you on the present 


occasion, relative to the administration of the ordinance of baptism. 


Whereas, 


two fatal accidents have lately occurred, in connexion with this ordinance, one 
at Crewe, in Cheshire, and the other near to Sheffield, whereby two individuals 
have been drowned. We, therefore, strenuously urge upon the attention of 
the elders and priests of the church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
that they use every precaution in attending to the all-important ordinance of 
baptism for the remission of sins, and be not over anxious, so as to endanger 
themselves or the candidate, in any way whatever. Remember, that as the ser- 
vants of the Lord, we are under great responsibility how we administer, and 
should exercise our judgments in all matters pertaining to our duty and calling, 
and not do anything that will bring the cause of God into disrepute, or endanger 
the lives of our fellow-men : the Lord does not require sgh things at our hands. 
The apostle Paul, in speaking of the ordinances and gifts, says, Let all 
things be done decently, and in order;” therefore, the candidate should be 
properly clothed, on such oecasions, for the sake of decency and convenience 


ing the ordinance. We sincerely hope that the Saints will take 


warning by the late lamentable accidents, and let a word to the wise be suffi- 
cient, neglecting nothing with regard to the fitness of time, place, or appear- 


As these are the first occurrenses uf the kind that ever came to our know- 


ledge, we feel that they call forth this admonition from the presidency, for the 


tained in — to be 
again to be tried on 
quest. The attorney-ge 
counsel declaring such 
Ketter. an tek in 
time, having been disposed of, the 
brethren were —_ placed at the bar. 
The indictment being again read, they 
both pleaded not guilty; and, now, 
though the witnesses for the prosecu- 
tion were all in court, the Judge would 
not allow their evidence; but with a kind 
let the loss of life have its due effect 
upon them for the future, they were 
— acquitted, and set at liberty soon 
to the toy of velaiives, 
the Saints and friends who had as- | 
| 


